RFMARKS 

By this Amendment, an Abstract of the Disclosure is submitted on a separate sheer 
and claims , and 10 are amended. Claims t and ,0 were amended ,0 correct mtnor 
typography errors. Favorable .consideration is respectful,, tequested 

msLM ^^ The Office Action rejected clatms 1-4, 6, 10, 12, 

^ ,4-17 as betng an.tcip.ted h, Battle (U.S. Patent No. 5,463,187). Applicant submtts 
ttat ,he Battle patent fads ,0 teaeh and suggest each and every feature and Unutattonse . 
forth in the rejected claims. Therefore, the rented claims are no, properly antrcjpated by 

Ba " le ' The present jnventron is drrected to a mulfiple channel dnc, assamhly for 
is sufficient,, flexible that it can be coded around transport* ree,s, snoh as reels havang a 
Leter of abon, two meters. Specification, page ,4, lines 20-21. The muttjp.e channel 
due, assembly is fabneatad in very long lengths, even longer man one kilometer. 

Specification, page ,4, lines 23-24. 

,„ contrast, the Battle paten, discloses an assembling-Jype mnlttplc channel duo, 
S ys,.m Assembling-type due, systems arc distinctly different than coilmg-lype duo, 
I Is of ,he presen, tnvenfion. The dnc, system of Battle must be manually assembled a, 
i job she, using 20 foot length secttons ma, may be pined end to-end with spec* 
configured couplings. See, Battle, column 2, line 67; column 3, hues I, 19-23 WhJ.e 
Battle's multiple channel duct system maybe_bent, ,« cannot be ben. suffix to cod 
around a JransportabJe reel. .The minimum arc radius is .0 fee, correspond ,0 . 
mi „imum circle diameter of 20 fee,, which much larger than conven.tona, reels. Battle, 
column 5, lines 53-54; column 8, line 26. 

The pending claims recite that the plurality of plastic inner ducts are configuou, 
co-direcfionally extending, substantially parallel, in abutfing contact wtth each other. The 
term "contiguous" means; "being in noma, contact; touching along a boundary an 
■touching or connected thtoughou, ,„ an unbroaen sequence, Webster s Ntnth N w 
Collegiate Dictionary, ,991. The term "abutting" means "to touch along a border and 
border on ■ TOUCH." Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dtcttonary, 1991. As seen m 



y 



Figures 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, anc. , ^ 

r; :-~ — - - ;rr:r r ^ - 

relationship." Battle uses special couphng.s ^ 

the ends of the 

from ea * „ to and from the ~ «. m - as ^ in 

Figure 3. Battle, column 6, Lues 24-26. Thus, 

innH duets from touching. ^ ^ eac „ of the 

features and limitations set forth in me j 

— °^ "I! O^Mti. reiooted claims 3, 7-9, ... ». 

CJmmRejections^^ ' , nattlp The Office Action 

respectfully dtsagtees. G.veu tie ^ ^ ^ ^ depem , en , 
limitations from the independent clams, W 

Withdrawal of the 

claims 5, 7-9,.., », and .8-20 ate in condtuun for allot, . 

**■ **» *° 3(a) ' S req tle..ing allowance of the pending claims, the 
If there ate any remaimng tssues preventing 

EOT iner is guested to telephone the undesigned. 
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Attached hereto is a nwked-ap veeston of .he changes made ,0 the claims h, ,he 
Cttttem amendment. The attached page is captioned -a^uiduHtilH&Jta 
rhan pes made." 

Respectfully submitted, 




Evan R. Witt 
Reg. No. 32,512 
Attorney for Applicant 



Date:. December 3, 2002 

MADSON & METCALF 
Gateway Tower West 
15 West South Temple, Suite 900 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
Telephone: 801/537-1700 
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vfpston WITH MAR^TNr.S TO SHOW CHAN GES MADE 

Claims 1 and 10 have been amended as follows: 

1 (amended) A multiple channel duct assembly for cables comprising: 
(a) a plurality of plastic inner ducts contiguous, co-directionally extending, 
substantially parallel, in abutting contact with each other, each of said inner ducts having 
thelTcross sectional [areas] area ..sufficient to contain at least one cable; and] 
11 (Ta JplaTouter duckling said inner ducts over their entxre length to retain 

thCm ' m ^^Z:"L a corrugated tubular section including a plurality of 
contiguous ridges and troughs extending over the entire length; and 
C %) whereby said assembly is [so] snM^L flexible [that it can] to be coded 
around transportable reels as well as [so] s^ficientlv strong [that it can] to withstand din in 
a trench. 

10 (amended) A multiple channel duct assembly for cables comprising: 
U) a plurality of plastic inner ducts contiguous, co-directionally extending, 

substantially rallel in abutting contact with each other, each of said inner ducts having 
thel a cross sectional [areas] area sufficient to contain at least one cable; and] 

[ 1 (b) a pCc outer ductlndrcling said inner ducts over their ent.re length to retain 

a corrugated tubular section including a plurality of 
contiguous ridges and troughs extending over the entire length, and wherein said inner 
ducts and said outer ducts are altogether made of polyethylene; and 

^ whereby said assembly is [so] sufficiently flexible [that it can] to be coiled 
around ^XrL as well as [so] strong [that it can] to withstand dirt m 

a trench. 



